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● Aerospace recognised as most promising sector for regional growth –
included in Smart Specialization Strategy 2021-2027.

● Participation in trans-regional programmes in the framework of the 
Italian Space Economy initiative (Mirror Copernicus; Mirror GovSatCom; I-Cios).

● Aerospace Strategic Forum – regional community, a platform for awareness, partnership and collaboration
among regional aerospace organizations.

● Institutional and Business Missions (Washington 2022; Houston, Canada, Japan 2023; South Korea 2024).

● Membership of CTNA (National Cluster AEROSPACE): national working groups on innovative topics (i.e., Fuel
Cell powertrain; Autonomous vehicles; Data processing, Lunar exploration, Robotics, Additive Manufacturing,
etc.)

● Activity within the Copernicus User Forum and application to become a Copernicus Relays

● Membership of European network NEREUS (Network of European Regions Using Space Technologies), with
operative director of ART-ER in the board.

● Agreement with Italian Air Force for developling Commercial Spaceflight applications

● MoU with AXIOM to support regional companies

● VC Fly.ER in Clust-ER MECH and WG Downstream in Clust-ER INNOVATE

● Consortium ANSER
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● Data Valley Hub – Manifattura Technopole (ECMWF, CINECA – Leonardo, IFAB, …)

● Investment of the Region for Digital Twins projects (Air Quality, Environmental impact, decarbonisation,
fight against the effects of climate change, Slow Tourism)

● HPC MarghERita for regional Public Administration

● NEXT Gen EU IRIDE Project: E-R as a pilot user for Air Quality and Soil Organic Carbon.

● AI Factory IT4LIA - The initiative will promote the adoption of AI solutions in key sectors such as
agribusiness, cybersecurity, earth science and manufacturing. This will simplify access to high-value
data and a wide range of services, encouraging collaboration between researchers, developers, startups
and SMEs.

● Mercury Foundation (established in March 2025 in Forlì)
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Lo «SPAZIO» italiano in Europa - evoluzione
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Il Budget ASI - trends
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L’industria Spaziale Italiana
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• ≈ 300 companies

• ≈ 8000 employees

• 3 National Association: AIAD, AIPAS, ASAS

• 15 Tech  District

• 1 National Cluster: CTNA

• 5 ASI/ESA Incubators

• 2 Space Acceleration Programs
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Un Ecosistema Aerospaziale Regionale Completo 
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❑ The aerospace economy is a sector of strategic interest
for Italy in which it holds a global leadership position, with
a turnover of about EUR 13.5 billion and a direct
workforce of over 50,000. The country ranks 7th in the
world and 4th in Europe.

❑ The companies are based in E-R employing about 4500
employees and having a turnover of 1% of the regional
GDP.

❑ The E-R stakeholders are divided into: 148 companies, 11
Consulting Societies, 9 Research Centres, 4 Universities, 2
Laboratories and 2 Training Institutions.

❑ About 29% of companies are active exclusively in the
aviation sector, about 11% exclusively in the space sector
while around 60% operate in both sectors.
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❑ There is no significant
territorial pattern for regional
Aerospace.

❑ The geographic correlation
analysis delivers factors of
dispersion.

❑ However, it is possible to
recognize three potential
clusters: around Bologna,
around Modena, and in
Romagna

Un Ecosistema Aerospaziale Regionale Completo 
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Trends Regionali
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Infrastrutture Internazionali



Grazie per l’attenzione!


